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With a penchant for painting and an appreciation for the well-designed home 
since he was a child, Gary McBournie has perfected the art of creating inte-
rior spaces with an impeccable eye for color. He established his design firm 
in Boston in 1993 and has since created warm, elegant, and timeless classic 
American homes, always with a twist on tradition. Finely attuned to his envi-
ronment, McBournie develops each interior with a color palette that matches 
its surrounding exterior, splashing cool and restful hues for a cottage in New 
England, shades of lime and papaya in the tropics, and warm sunset tones for 
a ski house in Montana. Featuring personal photographs and the inspirations 
behind his color choices, Living Color: A Designer Works Magic With Traditional 
Interiors is a must-have for anyone looking to be tickled pink by gorgeous, 
twenty-first-century renditions of the comfortably chic American home.

Gary McBournie established the design firm Gary McBournie, Inc. in 1993, 
which now has offices in Boston and Nantucket, Massachusetts, and Palm 
Beach, Florida. His interiors have been featured in major publications, such as 
House Beautiful and Traditional Home. In 2009, he was inducted into the New 
England Design Hall of Fame.
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121

OPPOSITE for the walls of 
the hallway to the master 
bedroom, I decided on a coral 
venetian plaster that gave  
off a warm glow. The center 
space was octagonal, so I 
decided to work with the 
symmetry and used four Art 
Deco chairs, which I gessoed 
white and upholstered with  
a fabric that I had used in 
the bedroom. Above them,  
I hung four Hollywood 
Regency wall brackets, again 
gessoed white, upon which I 
placed elegant branches of 
white sea coral.

RIGHT The master bath-
room was oversized and had 
numerous windows on all its 
outside walls, but a wall-
paper in a wide stripe of 
yellow, coral, and white 
overcame these infelicities. 
The iron chandelier, with all 
its scrolls and fluidity, was  
a counterpoint to the strong 
stripe. The slipper chair, 
slipcovered in white terry-
cloth, exemplified the softness 
that the room needed and 
was a comfortable spot to dry 
off after a bath.
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RIGHT The enormous 
combination living-and-
dining room was the major 
public space of the former loft 
and, aside from adding some 
architectural details, I left it 
pretty much intact. The 
challenge was its size, at 70 
feet long by 25 feet wide. I 
decided to develop several 
sitting areas at one end of  
the room and to use the other 
end for dining and seating 
during cocktail hour. In this 
seating area, I hung two 
large abstract paintings by 
the German-born artist 
Rainer Gross over a rolled-
arm sofa upholstered in pale 
gold chenille. I designed the 
geometric-patterned Tibetan 
carpet to coordinate with the 
overall color scheme. The 
connecting thread is the 
assortment of pillows on the 
sofa and the pair of lounge 
chairs covered in an embroi-
dered fabric extend the 
composition.

OvERLEAf for the other 
sitting area, I used a smaller 
version of the sofa in the 
adjacent space, but paired it 
with an antique oriental 
carpet in soft shades of 
salmon, blue, green, and 
brown. The fluted walnut 
cocktail table is from Rose 
Tarlow Melrose House. The 
curved arm of the vitruvian 
chair from Therian & 
Company, upholstered in a 
lively green mohair, adds the 
right note of sophistication. 
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OPPOSITE Rather than 
designing another white 
kitchen, I chose to paint the 
cabinets a deeper shade of the 
Palladian blue used in the 
living room. Aside from 
uniting both parts of the 
house, the color inspired a 
strong sense of familiarity, 
and reminded me of the 
many hours I spent with my 
grandmother when I was a 
child. A large tole tray 
behind the cooktop serves  
as a backsplash. Ample 
overhead lighting is provided 
by a large wind bowl, one of 
a pair in the room. The 
antique dough chest is 
convenient for extra storage 
and is a good place to put 
down my keys when I come 
in from the garden. 

RIGHT The glass cabinets in 
the butler’s pantry hold the 
large collection of glassware 
and serving pieces that I have 
amassed over many years. I 
purposely eliminated the 
cabinet doors below the 
counter and designed the 
ornamented fabric skirt to 
soften the overall look of  
the room. The wood-framed 
painting that depicts an 
early twentieth century  
beach scene in france rests 
against a custom-designed 
canvas wallcovering. 
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